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il s ' ag i t  lh d 'un  chap i t re  pa r t i cu l ib remen t  impor t an t ,  o1"1 soll t  ment ionndes  d 'une  fa(,'on heureuse 
les t echn iques  modernes  de pro tec t ion  du g r o u p e m e n t  amind et  les proc6dds d ' a e t i v a t i o n  du groupe- 
men t  ~m~ind et  les pr(~eddds d ' a c t i va t i on  du g r o u p e m e n t  carboxyle .  Le mdme volume indique  les 
mdthodes  gdndrales de synth~,se des chalnes  isoprdniques e t s e  t e rmine  pa r  lille note p ra t ique  con- 
ce rnan t  l ' ob ten t i (m de divers  in term( 'd ia i res  lors des synthbses  pept id iques .  

l.es trois \ o lun l e s  ell questioI1, Ct)lllIlle les \ t I lunles  prdcddents  de la nlOllle collection,  SoIlt 
i l lustrds d ' exce lhmtes  inicrophot(~graphies,  c o m p o r t e n t  de no lnbreux  t ab leaux ,  e t  s en t  acct)IllpagllCS 
d 'une  a b o n d a n t e  b ibl iographic .  I~e vohlme X c(mtient  en out re  une table  des mat ibres  rdcap i tu l a t ive  
des volumes  V1 it X. I 'eut-dtre,  au m o m e n t  oil la pa ru t ion  du vo lume X achbve cet te  sdrie de publ i -  
cat ions,  n 'est- i l  pas inoppor tun  de reveni r  sur l ' ensemble  des dix vohm/es  qui la c~mstitue: Ces dix  
Vohlnles  cont ie l l l l en t  une masse c~msiddrable tie donndes expdr imen ta le s  des phls prdcieuses aussi 
bien pour  le ch imis te  organicien que p(mr le biochimiste ,  l~a qual i td  matdr ie l le  de la prdsenta t ion ,  
la prdcision des donndes b ib l iographiques ,  l ' absence  de tou te  er reur  typograph ique ,  hint  que ce t te  
collect ion peut  6tre r ccommandde  conlll/e Ull exce l len t  outil  de t ravai l .  

('. ICRO:~IA(HCOT (l 'aris)  

Cellular Melabolism amt In/ections, Symposium held at the New York Academy of 
Medicine, March 4th and 5th, I954, edited by E. RACKER, Academic Press Inc., 
New York, ~954, I76 PP., i~, illus., price S 4.80. 

The s y m p o s i m n  consis ts  of tw(~ pa r t s  of which the second metabo l ic  aspects  of t i le infect ious  
process- indeed covers the  sub jec t  men t ioned  in the  t i t le  of the  sympos ium.  I ) t ~ o s  discusses the  
ac t ion  of the  an t ib io t i c  and symbio t i c  factors  of the host  on the p a r a s i t e . . \  b r i l l i an t  paper  1,y 
PAPPENHEIMER descr ibes  t i le  tox ins  of pe r tho t roph ic  pa ras i t e s  and  the  p~,ssible way in which ex t ra -  
and in t r a -ce l lu l a r  pa thogen ic  bac t e r i a  p roduce  disease. ADAMS, ill a paper  ~)f r e m a r k a b l e  luc id i ty  
discusses the  way in which vi ruses  are udsorl)ed and en te r  cells, us ing T phages  and inf luenza xirus 
as main  ins tances .  ].URIA t r ea t s  the b iochemis t ry  of i n t r ace l lu l a r  phage  reproduc t ion .  RACKER 
discusses the  m e t a b o l i s m  of infected cells and fascinates  the  reader  wi th  the s tory  of his s t ubborn  
work  on tl/e metabolisn~ of bra in  ceils infected wi th  l .ans ing  virus. Irrom the o ther  con t r ibu t ions  
a s t i m u l a t i n g  pape r  by  I~LOCH ~)11 tile in t race l lu la r  s u r v i v a l  of 31y¢ot)aclcrium tt~[Je~'clt/(ixi.g should 
be ment ioned .  [.\VOFF closes the  s y m p o s i m n  wi th  conc lud ing  r emarks  in his own style.  

The first p a r t  of the s y m p o s i u m  aspects  of c o m p a r a t i v e  b iochemis t ry  a ims at  a discussion 
()1" " l ' n i t y  or D i s u n i t y "  in b iochemis t ry .  

P, ioehemis t ry  in the  last  3 ° years  has proi i ted  much from the concept  of " U n i t y  in b iochemis t ry" ,  
whereas  c l m m o t h e r a p y  stresses the  specific me tabo l i c  differenees (qua l i t a t ive  or quan t i t a t i x  e) betweel~ 
pa ra s i t e  and host  cells. 

STANIER, in his de l ight fu l  way, discusses the  differences ill composi t ion  of micr{~-organislns. 
I{UFDING stresses s ingular  fea tures  of he lmin th-nmta l )o l i sm.  KREBS gives  one of his i n t eg ra t i ve  
su rveys  and stresses the un i fo rmi ty  of ene rgy-y ie ld ing  react ions.  K x o x  repor ts  on the metabo l ic  
a d a p t a t i o n  in host  celIs, induced by subs t r a t e s  and  hormones.  \VELcH discusses me tabo l i c  approaches  
to c h e m o t h e r a p y  and po in t s  out  t h a t  ne i ther  is t i le metabo l ic  approach  whol ly  ra t iona l  nor t i le  
empi r ica l  approach  devoid  of intel l igence.  COHEN a t t a c k s  the  concept  of "ITni ty  in b iochemis t ry"  
by c i t ing  ins tances  of different  p a t h w a y s  for the syn thes i s  of t i le  same subs tance  or of the influence 
of ex te rna l  condi t ions  on the  re la t ive  impor t ance  of ti le two major  p a t h w a y s  of ca rb( ihydra te  
b reakdown.  

The (informal) discussion on " u n i t y  of d i s u n i t y "  is not  very i l l un l ina t ing  as the  obvious  syn thes i s  
of " u n i t y  by  d i v e r s i t y "  was not  a t t a ined .  The confl ict  rea l ly  is be tween two scientific a t t i t udes .  
Some sc ien t i s t s  look for s imi la r i t i es  and  t r y  to generalize,  accep t ing  the  inhe ren t  errors of any  
genera l i sa t ion ;  o thers  look for d i ss imi la r i t i es  and special ize in detai l .  Both a t t i tudes ,  unless curried 
to  the  ext reme,  are va luab le  and complen len ta r}  ins tead  of conflicting.  

On the whole the  book con ta ins  a nunll)er  of va luab le  papers,  with several  o u t s t a n d i n g  contr i -  
bu t ions  by famous scient is ts ,  r ev iewing  our knowledge  of the  b iochemis t ry  of infect ious processes 
and  it is wor th  read ing  by a i lvone \vho t akes  a scientific or educa t iona l  in te res t  in these phenomena .  
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